n-hydrate, 10 µg/mL insulin (Sigma), 10 µg/mL holo-transferrin (Sigma), 30 11 nM sodium selenite (Wako), and 10 ng/mL TGF-β1 (Wako) was used as CDM.
12
The co-cultured cells were examined for perlecan mRNA expression and . S1 ).
3
Staining for type II collagen in hyaluronidase-treated cells was intense 4 around spherical cells (Fig. 6d) . Type I collagen staining exposed a complex 5 network in the proximity of elongated cells, but was not observed in the 6 surroundings of spherical cells (Fig. 6f) . Similar to findings in rat normal (Fig. 8a, b) . However, perlecan-blocking insignificantly increased GAG 20 accumulation by chondrocytes cultured at a high density (Fig. 8c) . The (Fig. 9a, b) . Type I and II collagen expression 6 was analyzed by western blotting (Fig. 9c, d ). Type I collagen bands of (Fig. 9d) . the cell/ECM layers was assessed using the carbazole reaction method (c).
12
Data represent means ± SD (n = 3). 
